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1. Changes with respect to the DoA 
None 
 

2. Dissemination and uptake 
Public 
 

3. Short Summary of results (<250 words) 
Deliverable 3.3 – “Development of methodology for modelling of cascading effects and 
translating them into sectorial hazards” is following on from D3.2 “Tools with updated 
impact assessment models” whereby it seeks to investigate what constitutes cascading 
effects within each of the case study areas and how to quantify impacts from climate 
driven hazards. This document highlights the interdependencies of each of the critical 
services identified previously within D3.2, summarises the impact assessment models that 
can be applied and the cascading effects that either cause the failure or reduction of a 
service in the analysed services. 

 
4. Evidence of accomplishment 
This report provides a comprehensive outline of the interdependencies between 
difference critical services being analysed within the cities and how cascading failures 
from climate driven hazards on these services can be quantified and potentially mitigated. 
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impacts to infrastructures and services have been fully described. Within the scope of this 
document, examples in relation to the hazard analysis from D2.2 are therefore shown for 
reference to provide context of the analytical processes involved when determining impacts 
and subsequent risks of cascading effects. 
 
Cascading effects pose significant issues to cities infrastructures and services and, due to the 
complexities of models and the way service providers work, they are not always completely 
understood. Within deliverable D2.1, in the three RESCCUE research sites (Bristol, Barcelona, 
and Lisbon), some potential cascading failures that could occur and/or are of concern to their 
respective cities have been identified. As part of this process, they defined the urban services 
within a city and their critical elements that ensure its functionality that may susceptible to 
failure in the event of specific impacts. For example, in the case of Lisbon, some of the 
identified potential service failures that would occur due to a loss of electricity would be water 
supply, wastewater treatment, transport such as trams and trains, street lighting, 
telecommunications, and urban drainage (due to loss of pumping and control systems). The 
historical records in each of the cities (Annex sections 6.1.1 – 6.1.3) have highlighted the 
complexities of the chain of cascading failures that can occur from climate driven events. An 
example of such complexities is depicted in Figure 1.  The proceeding sections look at the 
critical services within the cities, the consequences of failures, mitigation measures and 
strategies in place to reduce the impact of cascading failures during climate driven events. 
 
 

 
Figure 1 - Example of complex chain of cascading failures from a flood event. 

 
As part of the RESCCUE project, the work herein outlined in this document is focusing upon 
the interaction/interdependencies between several urban services analysed in the framework 
of RESCCUE project: Energy, Water Distribution, Urban Drainage, Waste Water Treatment, 
Waste, Beaches and Transport. This analysis has been carried out considering both detailed 
and holistic perspectives and how these are used to quantify the impacts and risks of 
cascading failures as a result of selected hazards.  
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2 Defining cascading effects in selected 
critical service  sectors 

 
The following sections look at the interdependencies and cascading effects within varying 
sectors. These consider the means of how impacts from hazards are trigger a failure of a 
service, the interdependencies between different services, the level of redundancies and 
measures in place to prevent/delay cascading failure and resulting cascading failures that 
result when the mitigation measures in place during an impact are overwhelmed. 
 

 Cascading failure risks within the energy sector 
 
The energy sector faces multiple threats from extreme climate events which may disrupt 
supply, alter demand patterns and/or damage infrastructures. A clear example of this can be 
found in New York, where Hurricane Sandy caused major blackouts affecting eight million 
residents in 2012 (PlanNYC, 2013). Identifying and evaluating the possible impacts to help 
mitigate as much as possible the negative consequences affecting the population is therefore 
critical to improve the resilience of Critical Infrastructures (Cis) and urban services.  Table 2, 
based on information from Mendiluce (2014), shows how various climate risks can impact 
power distribution systems. 
 

Table 2 – Climate risks and electrical impacts on a distribution power system 

Climate risk Electrical impact 
Heavy rain and thunders storms - Vegetation growth affecting lines can cause 

fires 
- Corrosion of components submerged in 

water 

Heavy snowfall - Collapse of pylons 
- Cable breakages 

Ice - Flashovers on transformers and their 
consequent tripping 

High temperatures - Drooping of lines can cause fires 

Flood - Damage in substations and lines 
- Electrical tower foundations are risked 

Storms (including strong winds) - Collision of lines often produces fires 
- Towers and poles can collapse 

 
In a cascading process within an interconnected system such as a meshed urban power grid, 
the failure of one component within the grid can trigger the failure of other components. For 
instance, if an underground line trips, all the components which uniquely depend on such line 
will be offline but, at the same time, some other grid components which are not linked to this 
line might start operating out of their limits (e.g. a line out of thermal limits or a bus voltage 
above the limit imposed). Furthermore the failure of power distribution may have further 
cascading consequences upon other services and CI’s that are dependent upon that power. 
Component failure therefore can result in internal cascading failures within the power 
distribution system and external cascading failures on infrastructures and services dependent 
upon the power distribution. 
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In the event of any power disruption, the main objectives are therefore to minimize the load 
unsupplied to consumers whilst prioritizing minimum disruption to key CI’s and services such 
as, for example, hospitals. 
 

2.1.1 Assessing cascading failures and effects in the Energy 
Sector 

 
The assessment of the impacts and cascading effects both directly within the energy sector 
(through interconnected components), and outside the energy sector that require the supply 
of power to function, needs to be analysed spatially to define where the interdependencies 
between components in the grid and infrastructures are defined along with defining what 
mitigation strategies are place. As part of Task 2.2 hazard assessments for a number of flood 
events for different return periods including river flooding, sea flooding and historical heavy 
rainfall events (as shown in Figure 2) have been carried out. The impacts of these hazards can 
be assessed both spatially and temporally relative to the electrical infrastructures present 
within each of the case study areas. An impact assessment based on a “Physical Modelling” 
approach (as outlined later in Section 4) can then be carried out to assess the level of 
disruption a given hazard has on the supply of power and the potential cascading failures. 
 
  

 
Figure 2 – Potential impacts zones (red) relative to electrical infrastructure components within 

Barcelona area. 
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Where data available the cascading disruption/failure caused to components within the 
power distribution network that result due to a failure elsewhere in the network can be 
defined via analysing defined dependencies within the network. Figure 3 shows the 
connection between some of the components (those of interest) within the network in 
Barcelona where circles with the letter “S” inside depict substations and the smaller circles 
represent distribution centres. By knowing these connections, the cascading effects due to 
failure of one component within the grid on other components downstream (or upstream 
depending on re-routing methods being used) can be assessed. By analysing the potential 
failures of components both in location and duration the energy sector can determine which 
other components in the system are now under and have the potential of failure. If these 
components were to fail this could then propagate further through the network. Further to 
this information relating to what infrastructures (both CI and non-CI) the substations and 
distribution centres supply power can also be included and assessed when analysing impacts 
and resulting cascading effects where such information is available. In situations whereby this 
data is not present, alternative methods may be used as approximations as defined later in 
section 3.1.2. This initial information relating to the power distribution network provides 
valuable insight in relation to impacts and cascading failures within the grid. These failures, 
however, may not necessarily lead to the failure of CI’s due to contingencies in place that 
allow for the re-routing of power where possible and/or back-up systems to continue the 
supply of power to vital components until the network is fully restored. 
 

 
Figure 3 - High-level view of Barcelona's power system modelling 
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2.1.2 Contingencies/redundancies employed to minimise 
impacts and cascading effects in the energy sector  

 
Automatic reconfiguration of energy distribution systems is a key factor in responding quickly 
to emergency situations and allows continuous online-assessments to initiate the 
corresponding responsive actions. Assuming the power system has great observability of 
measurements to allow for the detection and localisation of faults, a self-healing strategy 
within two stages is outlined. As an example, the Distribution Planning System (Dplan) is being 
implemented within the city of Lisbon (highlighted in detail within Deliverable 2.2) and it can 
simulate impacts from possible climate scenarios and suggest and implement 
redundancies/re-routing of network in the event of a failure.  
 
A self-healing algorithm can determine the new configuration of the power system through 
the reconnection of lines and clusterisation of the power system, and the performance indices 
can be applied to analyse the new system configuration. The first stage of the algorithm is the 
black-start capability, which consists of setting the energising sequence of those generators 
in the power system that have the ability to generate power without the need of external 
inputs e.g. storage system. Afterwards, in the second stage of the algorithm and once all the 
electric components have been reenergized, load restoration takes place. On this second and 
final stage, the objective is to minimize the load unsupplied through the reconnection of lines 
and optimally clusterise the power system into numerous micro-grids to minimize as much as 
possible the impact on consumers. Figure 4 shows an example of carrying out a self-healing 
strategy and how the electrical network is clustered into three microgrids (MGs) after a fault 
event (line between buses 3 and 4) to minimize the impact on the affected customers. Thus, 
each MG can operate autonomously supplying several loads. The MG has generating units 
such as: energy storage (ES), photovoltaic (PV) and wind turbines (WT). Eventually, the 
formation of clusters is a solution which allows the operation in islanded mode in case there 
is no possibility to reconnect to neighbor electrical assets as these might also be affected by 
the fault. Moreover, clusterisation would allow to decentralize self-healing decisions through 
the management of local communications instead of one central communication unit.  
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Figure 4. On-outage area sectionalized in three MGs after a fault event by applying a self-healing 

strategy 

 
The methods being investigated aim to carry out two kinds of self-healing strategies with 
different time perspectives: planning and operation. Self-healing is the automatic 
reconfiguration of the network after a failure event and it can be applied to smart power 
systems. Therefore, self-healing will only be possible to apply once the power system of a city 
has reached a high level of intelligence, especially in terms of communication. For this reason, 
it is assumed that the system is not only redundant electrically but also in telecommunications 
i.e. parallel communication infrastructure which functions separately from the main 
telecommunication services in a city, as these might also be affected by the fault. 
 
Planning: a mathematical optimization problem has been formulated to perform medium and 
long-term analysis to determine how the electrical system should optimally respond under a 
certain failure caused by an extreme climatological event which often takes place in the 
network. This algorithm could be helpful for electric utilities to find out how the optimal 
operation of the grid should be under specific electrical failures they have identified as critical, 
without the need of investing on new equipment but simply on adjusting the network 
topology. Therefore, the design of the future network would be an output of such algorithm. 
Moreover, forecasting (long-term and short-term) weather and demand profiles has to be 
considered for these studies. The main objective of this planning strategy based on self-
healing relies on minimizing the unsupplied load whilst maintaining all the grid operational 
constraints. As secondary objectives, switching actions of cutting line switches can also be 
minimized to extend the lifecycle of such devices. Additionally, the power system can also be 
optimally sectionalized into several (MGs) which can operate autonomously by providing 
reliable power from distributed generators (DGs) to the maximum possible number of the 
affected customers. 
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Operation: a short-term analysis has been formulated to automatically reconfigure the 
electrical grid after a certain failure caused by an extreme weather event. Under such 
emergency situations, this self-healing strategy has the main objective of minimizing load 
unsupplied to customers in a short interval of time. Several other objectives can be introduced 
in the optimization algorithm, such as the ones mentioned for the planning studies above. The 
difference with the planning strategy is that this study is in real-time and therefore the grid 
must respond quicker to grid contingencies. An application of this strategy could be after an 
electrical substation has interrupted its service due to flooding and the power system sensors 
communicate this failure by sending current network state measurements to the optimization 
algorithm, which will analyze the current condition of the system and provide a new network 
configuration of the grid based on the received real input data. Such algorithm is meant to 
run every instant new network input data is gathered to reach the full potential of the 
network. 
 

 Cascading failure risks in the Water Distribution 
Sector in relation to burst pipe scenarios 

 
Underground drinking water infrastructure is designed to withstand the variability of forces 
during its lifetime before failures occur. As mentioned in Deliverables 3.1 and 3.2, one of the 
identified causes of failure of the water distribution system is due to pipe burst events. These 
events can lead to the loss of water supply and possible flood scenarios, both of which can 
result in cascading failures of other services that are either dependent upon supply or 
impacted directly or indirectly as a result of the flood water. Several studies were conducted 
analysing the influence of local weather conditions on pipe failures with increased pipe failure 
being observed in winter and summer periods (mainly during periods of freezing and drought). 
Consequently, temperature and temperature changes, freezing index, days of air frost, soil 
moisture deficit, antecedent precipitation index and rain deficit were identified as most 
important weather parameters (Wols & van Thienen, 2016) and climate change may 
accelerate or decelerate these processes (UKWIR, 2012).  
 
The effects of a burst water pipe can be quite severe resulting in significant visible damage 
due to the subsequent flooding, cause disruption to services such as transport and energy 
distribution, or less visible but severe damage over time via underground erosion leading to 
development of sinkholes.  
 

2.2.1 Assessing cascading failures and effects due to pipe burst 
events 

 
A very representative event occurred on the 24th November 2016 (Figures Figure 5Figure 6), 
in Barcelona where there was a series of cascading effects experienced as a result of a main 
pipe burst generated by an unknown failure. Specifically, the pipe burst resulted in serious 
traffic disruption along the high speed rings (with 6 kms of queuing traffic) and a water supply 
cut during 3 hours approximately affecting one of the main hospital of the city (Vall d’Hebron) 
and additionally 10,000 inhabitants. The emergency room of the hospital was unable to 
function and 33 hospitalised patients were affected for 2 hours.  
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Figure 5 - Cascading effects of a main pipe burst in Barcelona occurred on 24th November 2016. 

 

 
Figure 6 - Impacts of a main pipe burst in Barcelona (sources: local media). 
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Figure 8 - Examples of damaged surfaces during flooding event in Wuppertal (May 2018). 

 
Flooding in one location can be inadvertently transferred to a downstream part of the 
sewerage catchment by the action of well-meaning individuals, by lifting inspection covers on 
their own property in an effort to drain floodwater away – only to fill an already overloaded 
system and possible cause flooding to nearby and downstream properties. 
 

2.3.1 Assessing cascading failures and effects within the Urban 
Drainage Sector 

 
Each of the research sites are carrying out detailed analysis of future climate scenarios to 
identify regions within their respective cities that may be at risk of flooding due to over-
capacity of the urban drainage network. For example, Bristol City Council in collaboration with 
Wessex Water have been working on the Surface Water management Plan (SWMP) to identify 
areas of highest risk with respect to pluvial flooding using a 1D/2D flood modelling approach. 
This analyses is being carried through the use of Infoworks ICM software. The 1D modelling 
component provides insight into how the sewer system responds to rainfall events and can 
lead to sewer discharge (Figure 9) and these sewer discharges can then be modelled within a 
2D surface model to predict the flooding that can occur as a result of this discharge (Figure 
10). 
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Figure 9 - Sewer discharge prediction based on 30 year return period storm 

 

 
Figure 10 - 2D Surface flood predictions based on sewer discharge event 

 
Storm-induced flooding incidents, by their nature, cover a wide region, therefore prioritisation 
of response to incidents becomes critical due to the operational resources available to deal 
with the incidents being finite.  Good knowledge of the sewerage network and known 
“hotspot” priority areas, coupled with availability of additional resources from local 
contractors to support the “core” sewerage operational crews helps to optimise deployment 
of key resources is essential in helping to minimise impacts of storm-induced events.   
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The requirement of the urban drainage system (in part) is the movement/removal or surface 
water via a subterranean network that is both gravity driven and pump driven in some 
locations. The pumping of water within the urban drainage system are the components that 
have interdependencies on other services, in particular telecommunications and power 
supply whereby failure of these services can potentially have detrimental consequences on 
the urban drainage network. 
 
As part of the analysis within RESCCUE, the risks associated to the waste-water services and 
infrastructure in relation to their dependency upon the energy and subsequently the 
transportation networks to access, supply and maintain redundancy assets will be evaluated. 
This is achieved through the analysis of flood model outputs from the 2D modelling 
component relative to the other CIs within the case study area. For the Bristol case as an 
example, the National Receptor Database provides details as to the locations of substations 
throughout the city of Bristol; this data coupled with pump station locations and 
transportation networks (Figure 11) provides a basis of assessment for assessing cascading 
impact risks within the city.  
 
 

 
Figure 11 – Surface flooding from 1 in 100 year rainfall flood event overlaid relative to selected CIs 

within the city of Bristol. 

 
As an example analysis of a selected 1 in 100 rainfall even within Bristol results in a certain 
degree of surface water flooding. Although this flooding does not directly impact the Pumping 
stations as shown in Figure 11, the proximity and depth of the flood waters do encroach onto 
region where substations are present. Using a Thiessen polygon approach (described in 
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section 3.1.2 later in document) to define power supply zones by substations reveals that one 
substation may in fact lose power (Figure 12). In addition to this potential loss, as Figure 12 
highlights, there are a number of substations that could potentially fail. The failure of such (as 
outline earlier in section 2.1.2) could put strain on the energy grid and lead to further 
cascading failures. In addition to the potential loss of power supply, we also observe (in Figure 
13) some of the road network is flooded during the event that can lead to potential disruption 
of traffic flow. The duration of which traffic flow is affected could hinder the re-supply of fuel 
to any backup generator being used by the pumping station and also hider repair efforts to 
the impact substations within the affected areas. Thus although this particular flood event 
may not indirectly affected the pumping station, it may still be taken offline as a result of 
cascading failure within the energy network and potentially affected by traffic disruption. 
Failure of the pumps either directly or indirectly due to loss of power could result in pollution 
of the watercourse via the emergency overflow, or flooding at (or upstream of) the pumping 
station. If a pumping station is affected by power failure it may be necessary to consider 
actively managing upstream pumping stations to minimise the flow arriving at the failed 
station. Like that within the power network, the failure of one component within the water 
network can put additional strains and pressures on other parts of the network. 
 
 

 
Figure 12 - Potential power loss regions due to a 1 in 100 year rainfall event 
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Figure 13 - Potential disruption to traffic flow during a 1 in 100 year rainfall event 

 

2.3.1.1 Cascading failure in relation to CSOs 

 
Within some situations where the sewer system is under increased pressure from a climate 
driven event (or through combination of climate event and technical failure) a CSO event may 
occur whereby excess untreated waters are allowed to directly discharge into natural water 
bodies such as rivers and waterways and/or directly out to sea. These CSO events can pose 
significant impacts on both human health and the environment. Within the city of Barcelona 
the marine model being employed aims to assess the quality of water along Barcelona’s sea 
front during potential CSO events and estimate E. Coli concentrations following such events.  
. Previous work with the PEARL Project linked water quality modelling with Quantitative 
Microbial Risk Assessment (QRMA) to estimate the risks of illness through contact with 
contaminated waters. This approach can be employed to assess direct intangible effects to 
public health and additionally indirect economic effects as a result of business interruption. 
 

 
Figure 14 - Improved public health framework proposed and developed in PEARL 
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 Cascading failures and risks within the Waste 
Sector 

 
One of the main research efforts regarding climate change-related impacts on the solid waste 
sector is focused on offering mitigation measures and strategies to reduce the waste 
greenhouse gases emissions. However, just a few research studies address the reverse 
problem of how climate change actually impacts upon the solid waste sector (Zimmerman et 
al., 2010; Winne et al., 2012; USAID, 2012, 2014, 2015). 
 
All of the case study areas have an extensive municipal service in place for a daily collection 
of household and commercial waste to provide waste collection to citizens and ensure a clean 
and healthy public space. These services are carried out through management of street 
containers, door to door bags collection service, pneumatic collection boxes and bins for 
collection in shops. Waste which cannot be placed in conventional containers is delivered to 
“Green Dot” collection points. Citizens also have special services regarding waste collection, 
such as old furniture and clothes, dead animals, debris bags gardening waste, fibrocement or 
asbestos. Taking part in the recycling waste collection is the first step in dividing household 
waste and a civic gesture, which contributes to preserving the environment. Waste can be 
reused via recycling, so it can become a resource and provide environmental and social 
benefits for everyone. In the context of public awareness campaigns, Barcelona City Council 
is promoting actions and tools to accompany the citizens in improving household waste 
collection through educational activities and training, which are addressed at the public and 
groups from the city.  
 
Barcelona opts for a recycling collection including five different classifications of waste 
containers (Glass, Organic, Packaging, Paper and Cardboard, and General Waste). There are 
containers for each classification distributed citywide to make waste management easier. All 
citizens have recycling collection containers located less than 100 meters from their home 
(Figure 15). 
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Figure 18 - Effects of containers instabilities. 

 
 

 Methodology for assessing cascading effects on 
Transportation Sector in case of flooding 

 
In the three RESCCUE research sites, different approaches for their own subsequent traffic 
modelling are being used based on local needs and expertise within the respective cities. 
Therefore the proposed methodology for quantifying impacts of climate driven events and 
their consequences on other sectors has been designed to be transferable as a “loosely 
coupled” model/methodology approach as depicted in Figure 19. The GIS spatial analysis 
component of this model looks at the vectorised flood extents within threshold water depth 
and velocity ranges and their intersections with components of the transportation network. 
This information can be used either directly to give indication of level of disruption to the 
mode of transport or (in the case of the road network) used as input data in traffic models for 
further analysis. 
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Figure 19 - Loosely coupling flood model outputs with transport model inputs 

 

2.5.1 Micro-scale traffic model 
 
The proposal for the Bristol case study is to utilise the SUMO (http://sumo.dlr.de/index.html) 
micro-scale traffic model that simulates traffic flow within a road network at the individual 
vehicular level.  
 
The data inputs used in the micro-simulation models within SUMO come from 
OpenStreetMap. This data is freely available and contains detailed information about the road 
network relating to speed limits, permitted directions of travel and traffic control systems (e.g. 
traffic lights and crossings). Within OpenStreetMap however the roads are depicted as single 
entities thereby simple spatial analysis such as intersects of floodwater with the road network 
would result in closure of the whole road after analysis (regardless of its length or where 
flooding occurred) which may not reflect the impacts to the network in reality. For this reason, 
a pre-processing step of dividing the road into sections (links) is used. For example, the original 
road network taken from OpenStreetMap for the city of Bristol (Figure 20) is represented by 
21,246 line features, converting this network to links results in a network now consisting of 
43,209 line features that corresponds to a 103% increase of features. 
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Figure 20 - Road network within Bristol 

 

2.5.2 Meso-scale traffic model 
 
Within the city of Barcelona a meso-scale traffic model (TransCAD®) modelling software 
(https://www.caliper.com/tcovu.htm) is used for the simulation of traffic demands on their 
road network. The road network data inputs for the meso-scale model are already subdivided 
into links/sections. In contrast to the micro-scale model whereby individual vehicles are 
simulated, within the meso-model each link/section contains information relating to road 
properties and traffic flows along that link/section in a tabular format. The properties of these 
link/sections can be altered within their tables with respect to the flooded conditions of the 
roads and then traffic flows can be simulated accordingly within the meso-model. 
 

2.5.3 GIS based analysis traffic modelling 
 

The 3rd approach (used to model the effect of flooding events on traffic in Lisbon) takes 
advantage of the data available allowing the analysis of the whole city. The approach being 
adopted is a citywide GIS-based surrogate model, making use of available information and 
results from flooding, thus allowing obtaining results to decision support on course of action 
to face expected effects of climate dynamics. 

The main outcomes of the GIUS analysis are to define urban areas exposure and transport 
sector critical components for each scenario analysed and estimation of broad impacts on the 
service. Information from historical events is taken into account to complement the hazard 
maps, namely with regard to range of water levels expected in different locations. Effects of 
hydrological processes on infrastructure and the risk of flooding are also analysed. 

 
 

https://www.caliper.com/tcovu.htm
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2.5.4 Quantification of impacts and cascading and disruption to 
the traffic network 

 
The effects of a flooding within a given location in road network are not solely located within 
the immediate location as (depending on the location and duration of the flooding) the 
consequences of disruption at a given point can propagate throughout the road network and 
cause major wide scale disruption to traffic flow in addition to impacting other services that 
are dependent upon the network.  
 
As part of work within the PEARL (outlined by Pyatkova, 2018) they defined that the property 
of flooded roads within a city network in 3 possible states: 
 

1. Flood water level below speed reduction threshold value: Road unaffected. 
2. Flood water level equal to or above speed reduction threshold but below road 

closure threshold value: Maximum permitted speed along road reduced. 
3. Flood water level equal to or greater than road closure threshold value: Road 

section/link closed. 
 
Utilising these rules a GIS based approach can be employed to analyse and quantify the 
impacts of flooding upon sections/links within the road network. Figure 21 shows an example 
of the effects of flooding on the maximum traffic speed along road links due to the level of 
standing water present with the rules/thresholds on speed limitations defined as in Table 3. 
These impacts can then be analysed with respect to both local services and infrastructure that 
are dependent upon these roads or the information can be fed into a dynamic traffic model. 
 

 
Figure 21 - Quantifying impacts on links within road network  

 
Table 3 - Impacts of flood-water on tradffic flow along roads sections 

Flood Depth Range (cm) Maximum Permitted Speed kmh-1 

0.00 – 10.00 No effect - Roads maximum speed 

10.00 – 30.00 20 

30.00 + 0 (Link closed) 

 
Flood impacts on transportation can be quantified in terms of disruption to traffic through 
increased journey times and/or increased journey distances and subsequently monetised 
through estimated loss of earnings.  
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At a city wide level, the disruption to traffic flow from a given flood event can be expressed in 
terms of number of vehicles within the network in comparison to dry weather scenarios within 
the same time frame. Figure 22 shows the impact a rainfall event can have on a road network 
(at network level resolution) in morning traffic during an extreme rainfall event that lead to 
some flooding. Here it is possible to observe that because of flooded roads, the number of 
vehicles that remains present in the network increases. The increase in travel time is due to 
the increase in respective journey times due to both speed reductions and/or road closures 
that require re-routing of traffic within the network.  
 

 
Figure 22 - Number of vehicles in network during normal and flooded road conditions in morning hours 
(Pyatkova, 2018) 

 
Table 4 - Differences between normal and flooded conditions in morning traffic for 24 hour simulation 
(PEARL)  

Normal 
conditions  

Morning 
Flooding 

Absolute 
change 

Change (%) 

Depart delay (h) 16,207 16,922.7 715.7 4.4 

Duration (h) 7,870 9,064.6 1,194.6 15.2 

Travelled distance (km) 202,256.5 205,094.1 2,837.7 1.4 

 
 

2.5.4.1 Quantifying impacts of traffic flow disruption to other services 
within cities 

 
In the context of specific key services within the city the localised impact on traffic flow will 
be examined. In these cases the performance of such infrastructure that is dependent upon 
traffic flow will be compared relatively to that of dry weather traffic flow conditions. 
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The reduction of free-flow travel times along certain sections of the road network not only 
affects the flow of traffic within the flood region but also cascades outwards throughout the 
road network from the immediately affected areas. Road closures and the subsequent 
disruption to traffic flow can pose significant problems to services that are dependent upon 
such services the level of disruption can be classified in two ways:  
 
Service disruption: In this instance due to areas of the transportation network being flooded 
the loading on the road network in certain locations is increased resulting in either increased 
journey times and/or longer journey routes.  
 
Service failure: Due to breakdown in the network the service to a specific regions may no 
longer be possible due to lack of access via the transportation network.  
 
A cascading effect example of service disruption could be that like which was highlighted 
earlier in Section 2.4, whereby the functionality of the waste sector within cities is dependent 
upon the removal and transportation of waste. In addition to the direct impacts that flooding 
can have on waste there are indirect consequences caused due to failure of the transportation 
network that may prevent or restrict the removal of waste from receptacles across the city 
and/or the removal of household waste if flooding events coincide with collection days. The 
failure of waste removal from city’s can result in increased risks of vermin and pests within 
the city and pose risk to human health if waste disposal is not managed in a timely manner. 
In addition to these risks, unmanaged waste may find its way into the drainage network 
resulting in a decrease of the city’s drainage capacity leading to increased likelihood of 
flooding in future events. Tangible impacts in this example could be related to the increased 
cost on fuel required due to increased journey times and/or distances covered by collection 
vehicles and more indirectly (in relation to public perception) the loss of trade whereby 
increase trash volumes discourage individuals from frequenting certain areas. There are other 
quantifiable impacts of such events that are more complicated than that of usual damage 
based approaches to evaluate such as the effects on human health, the perception of the city 
(lost confidence) and increased stress to residents in the community. These type of damages 
are referred to in some literature (Jonkman, Bočkarjova et al. 2008; Ranger et al. 2011) as 
indirect intangible damages.  
 

2.5.5 Other modes of transportation 
 
The methods outlined above focussed upon quantifying impacts on transportation via vehicles 
traversing the road network. The modes of transport within cities, however, are not limited 
to the road network but also include rail, air and water. In these instances the level of direct 
impact are determined at the GIS spatial stage of the workflow and indirectly relative to loss 
of services required for this particular service to function (e.g. loss of power to train signalling 
resulting in temporary failure of the rail network).  
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 Summary assessment of cascading effects across 
services 

 
The previous sections have highlighted some of the identified interdependencies and 
redundancies in place for each of the selected Critical Services being investigated within 
RESCCUE. The complexities of some of the interdependencies and potential chain of cascading 
service failures are highlighted in Figure 23. Here the solid red arrows depict potential direct 
impact of event to a service and red dashed arrows represent indirect potential positive 
feedback to the flood event. The solid blue arrows represent the service dependencies and 
the dashed blue arrows represent link to possible redundancy equipment that may be 
employed. The stopwatch symbols are included to highlight that if redundancies are in place 
the service may still be able to function for a period of time. 
 

 
Figure 23 - Example of generalised complex chain of cross-sectional interdependencies between 
services 

 
The methodologies used to estimate impacts on each of the identified services are primarily 
carried out in silo with respect to the service being analysed, in order to fully represent the 
possible cascading effects that result across all connected services. The following section 
expands upon what has been highlighted and proposes both physical and holistic based 
solutions to combine the models used for different services. 
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3 Physical and Holistic based modelling 
approaches for analysing cascading effects 
between different service sectors 

 
The physical based model approach in this context is based on analysing the effects of an 
impact at regional, sub-regional, zonal and infrastructural levels. Within a detailed modelling 
approach, it requires defining the services that are both provided (donor) and required 
(receiver) between critical infrastructures in order for a city to function as designed.  
 
Previous sections of this document have highlighted how impacts can affect services, the 
interdependences on other services and, in some instances, the redundancies and mitigation 
measures that can be put into place. This section of the document shows the means in which 
models used to analyse impacts on different services can be linked to examine cascading 
effects. 
 

 Defining Interdependencies 
 
The failure of a service provided by an infrastructure either directly (due to impact on 
infrastructure) or indirectly (as a result of service failure upstream) can have detrimental 
consequences on other infrastructures and services further downstream in the supply chain. 
For example (as highlighted earlier in Figure 1) the failure of a substation could result in the 
failure of a pumping station as part of a water distribution network thus resulting in loss of 
water supply within a region.  
 
The analysis of interdependencies introduces the notion of cascading effects, defined as the 
impacts of a given trigger event in the case where the dependencies from the system lead to 
the propagation of impacts to other systems, where the combined impacts of propagated 
events have greater consequences than the first impacts, and where multiple stakeholders 
are involved (Ekman & Lange, 2014). The resulting interdependencies and cascading failures 
greatly increase the vulnerability of the whole urban system. To accurately define 
interdependencies between two or more infrastructures whereby one is providing a service 
to another, expert knowledge about the service and infrastructure is required; in the context 
of this document, this is known as a “Direct Known Interdependency”. Due to sensitivity or 
lack of access to critical infrastructure data however, the derivation of direct known 
interdependencies may not always be possible and the unknown relationships between 
donors and receivers in this instance have to be derived via another means with the use of 
assumptions. The types of interdependencies are subsequently classed as “Direct Unknown 
Interdependencies”. 
 

3.1.1 Direct Known Interdependencies 
 
The earlier sections of this document outlined the dependencies between services being 
analysed in RESCCUE and records of potential cascading effects during service failures. Using 
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the methodologies outlined earlier within this document, the results of simulations of various 
hazards in the three research sites produced in WP2 can be used to assess a variety of impacts 
(WP3), for a range of climate driven scenarios (WP1).  
 
The interdependencies of a receiver infrastructure to a donor infrastructure/service, if the 
information is enough, can be physically defined via a linked table based approach. Figure 24 
shows a simplistic scenario of one substation providing power from the grid to 4 properties. 
In this example the interdependencies between substations and properties can be defined via 
associating the houses’ IDs with the substation’s ID in a link table (Figure 25). This approach 
allows for more detailed GIS based analysis whereby if a given infrastructure is impacted by a 
climate driven event the impact on infrastructures (receivers) that are dependent upon that 
service can be derived.  

 
Figure 24 – Example of defining interdependency of power supply to properties. 

 
 

 
Figure 25 – Linked table approach for interdependency impact analysis. 

 

3.1.2 Direct Unknown Interdependencies 
 
In the absence of detailed information relating to the donor and receiver relationships 
between critical infrastructures, a “fuzzy based” approach can be applied (Evans et al., 2018) 
(Figure 26).  
 

Substation 1
1 2 3 4

Houses
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Figure 26 - Estimating cascading effect of service disruption resulting from pipe burst flooding event 
leading to power disruption (Evans et al., 2018). 

 
This approach looks to represent interdependencies based the likelihood that one CI is 
receiving a service provided by a donor CI. This style of approach uses spatial zonal analysis to 
define service area zones, where the likelihood of an infrastructure receiving a service from a 
donor is proportional to the distance from the donor infrastructure. Figure 27 shows an 
example of how zonal analysis is applied where information is lacking to determine likely 
service area zones. Figure 27(A) Represents the true donor to receiver relationship with a 
priori knowledge obtained from fictitious service providers whereas in Figure 27(B) it is 
assumed that the information linking donor to receivers are unknown. For the case of Figure 
27(B), utilising spatial analysis (in this case a Thiessen polygon approach) assumptions are 
made of the interdependencies based on the likelihood that an infrastructure is receiving a 
service from a donor infrastructure is proportional to its distance from said infrastructure. In 
reality this spatial relationship may not always be the case (as highlighted by the differences 
between approaches in Table 5 and other factors need to be considered; but in the absence 
of expert knowledge, a spatially based approach provides a good starting point for defining 
likely interdependency links. 
 

 
Figure 27 - Comparing Known and Unknown Interdependencies. 
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Table 5 - Comparative view of defining known and unknown interdependencies. 

D
o

n
o

rs
 

 Direct Known Interdependencies Direct Unknown Interdependencies 

 Receivers Receivers 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

A x x      x x      

B   x x      x x x   

C     x  x      X x 

D      x         

 
 

 GIS tools for direct, indirect and cascading impact 
assessments 

 
Impacts upon infrastructures and subsequent services are primarily dependent upon the 
spatial distribution and magnitude of the hazard. Deliverable 3.2 previously showed the 
means used in defining magnitude of impacts in relation to depth damage and fragility curves 
for flood events and it is this style of approach that is used for the initial triggering impact 
when analysing cascading effects. Hazard maps produced (as defined in Deliverable 2.2) will 
therefore be used for their respective city areas as the basis of determining the magnitude 
and location of impacts on infrastructures and services. 
 
Previous work within EU-CIRCLE developed GIS based tools that enable the analysis of impacts 
on infrastructures derived from time-series flood depth data using a physical based modelling 
approach. The methodology employed here looked at loosely coupling models to assess 
service status and potential feedback loops (Figure 28). This approach is comprised of two 
feedback loops whereby the first loop is focused on a particular asset within a critical 
infrastructure network (e.g. substations as part of energy supply service) and the secondary 
loop examines the potential cascading effects as result of service disruptions. Once all assets 
and cascading effects are analysed a summary of impact is produced. 
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Figure 28 - Flowchart of Physical Based modelling approach of assessing cascading impacts 

 
Within this analysis process the interdependencies between infrastructures and services 
needs to be defined. The method proposed in RESCCUE is to define these interdependencies 
via utilising a linked table approach (as shown previously in Figure 25) whereby information 
about the dependency type (known or unknown) is also defined. Impact based analyses can 
then be carried out within the case study areas and affected infrastructures can be identified. 
Figure 29 shows an example of the approach outlined in Figure 28 applied in the EU-Circle 
project to assess both direct impact and indirect (as a result of power failure) impacts. Here 
the indirect impacts are presented via “Electricity Disruption Zones”; these zones can be 
defined either as known or unknown/assumed regions depending upon data availability. 
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Figure 30 - Relations between direct and indirect damage models (PEARL) 

 
With land use classification and interdependencies defined the overall impact in terms of both 
direct and indirect damages in relation to a given hazard. 
 

3.2.3 Loosely coupled feedback modelling 
 
As highlighted in earlier sections, the effects of a climate driven event on one service sector 
may have both direct and indirect impacts on another sector along with the additional 
consequence of increasing the overall impact of an event through a positive feedback loop.   
 
Figure 31 shows a flow chart perspective of how a flood event can directly impact different 
services, how these impacts indirectly affect others and how it can lead to a positive feedback 
loop that exacerbates the hazard. The modelling component steps in this figure are 
represented by red boxes, the intermediate GIS analyses steps (used in loosely coupled 
feedback) by green boxes, and the dashed grey box represents an analysis that may be 
required under certain conditions; the solid black arrows represent direct impacts of flooding, 
the dashed greyed arrows represent potential cascading impacts/failures of one service as a 
result of impact/failure of its donor provider, and the dashed red arrow depicts the potential 
positive feedback loop component of the failure of the urban drainage system that may result 
in increased flooding. The key aspect of this approach lies within the impacts assessment 
methods as outlined in previous sections and how these impacts can affected other services. 
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Figure 31 - Investigating cascading flood impacts across multiple services 

 
Due to the intricate complexities in establishing the interdependencies between 
infrastructures and services, and accurately defining aspects such as the responders and 
redundancies in place the coupling of physical models can be a complex task. A potential 
solution to this is to utilise a combination of physical and holistic based modelling (along with 
stakeholder engagement) to derive an iterative methodology for more accurately assessing 
impacts. 
 

3.2.4 Combining Physical and Holistic based approaches to 
capture cascading effects 

 
An essential component within RESCCUE’s workflow to facilitate this process is the HAZUR® 
tool. The HAZUR® tool in WP4 allows for the representation of multiple interdependencies of 
infrastructures and services and facilitates both the gathering of key information for impact 
analysis and also as a means of disseminating information to stakeholders.   
 
In scenarios whereby the data quality is high the resilience of a city can be assessed in detail 
and simulations of the consequences of impacts can be analysed. In situations where detailed 
data may be lacking, however, the HAZUR® tool still allows for the flexibility of analysis of 
impact scenarios whereby the results can be presented back to stakeholders and encourage 
engagement/dialogue on ways of improving the model representation of their respective 
cities.  
 
The combined physical and holistic approach to be used in RESCCUE is referred to as a cyclic 
approach and is depicted in Figure 32. Here, data about impacted infrastructures from a given 
hazard using physical based modelling can be fed into the HAZUR® tool and via the utilisation 
of a “What If?” based analyses the knock-on effects of impacted services and infrastructures 
on other services and infrastructures within the city can be assessed holistically.  
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Figure 32 - Cyclic approach for stakeholder engagement and identifying cascading effects. 

 
HAZUR® can help to identify, represent and understand interdependencies and cascading 
effects by gathering city information (including city services and infrastructures, localisation 
of infrastructures, interdependencies, redundancies, impacts, responders…). This can be 
implemented at different levels, with different scopes and spatial scales, and applied on a 
greater or smaller number of systems, depending on the goals of the implementation and the 
available resources and time. This holistic approach may largely be complemented with the 
models presented in this document. The main difference is the starting point. While most 
models are physical-based and/or based on the infrastructures themselves, HAZUR® proposes 
a holistic framework with a common model for all services. HAZUR® provides global 
information on foreseeable cascading effects, which can be complemented by more precise 
but more sectorial models (even if taking into account different types of infrastructures, such 
as urban drainage, electricity and traffic). This double approach allows flexibility and brings 
added value.   
 
The HAZUR® tool will play a key role within RESCCUE whereby it will be populated with a 
detailed inventory of infrastructures, services and interdependencies within the city along 
with any redundancies. GIS based impact based analysis that is then carried out externally 
using the methods outlined in this document will then be fed into the tool via the “What If?” 
functionality, whose goal is to identify the direct consequences of an impact on the services 
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and infrastructures. This will allow for a more comprehensive view of the consequences of 
given impacts and also bring to light potential cascading failures.  
 
It is important to highlight that the HAZUR® tool is supported by the assessment methodology 
developed by Opticits, which is based on different research projects (Fontanals et al., 2012) 
and inspired by several international research works (Toubin et al, 2014). This collaborative 
approach incorporates the knowledge and the experience of the local stakeholders and 
networks operators (Fontanals, 2016; Toubin et al, 2014), via intense engagement with city 
stakeholders, and takes into account the emerging digital technologies applied in cities that 
have been evolving the last 10 years (Fontanals I. & Vilatersana C., 2006). Thus, the activities 
has improved the quality of data collected, especially interdependences, which is one of the 
challenges presented in sections 4.4.1 and 4.4.2.  
 
It is envisaged that this approach/analysis will bring new light to considerations of what the 
critical issues are in the three case study cities and highlight potential cascading effects that 
should ultimately lead to more sound management of the investigated water-cycle related 
hazards. 
 

 

 Assessing and visualising cascading effects in a 
holistic manner within HAZUR® 

 

The “Interdependences” functionality within HAZUR® highlights the high degree of 
interconnectivity between services. Some of these connections are vital for the operation of 
a service, whereas other may be of lower significance. These interdependencies may well 
change with changing circumstances and are not always linear (so loops of interdependencies 
can rapidly form). HAZUR® allows for the visualisation of these interdependencies in a holistic 
way such as within a resilience map (Figure 33) or in a manner more akin to that of the physical 
based approach and see the interdependencies defined spatially using the GIS map 
functionality (Figure 34). 
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Figure 33 - Resilience map in HAZUR® tool, which shows the receiver and donor services from the Power 
Distribution service in a specific city case. 

 

 

Figure 34 - GIS Map functionality in HAZUR® tool 

 

As highlighted in previous sections, in order to understand the possible cascading effects it is 
important to keep into account the redundancies in place within infrastructures. The 
redundancies component is a significant feature of the HAZUR® tool with regards to the 
temporal processes of an impact and such data relating to redundancies can be captured and 
represented within the tool. Further information about the effect of impacts on services can 
be included within the “Responder” part of the tool. This component allows for the allocation 
of responders to a crisis can aid in the recovery time following an impact.  
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With the information about services and infrastructures captured it is possible to holistically 
simulate impacts and cascading failures from differing scenarios. These scenarios can be 
simulated using physical based modelling results as drivers/inputs. 
 

3.3.1 Bridging the gap between Holistic and Physical based 
modelling 

 
To understand and foresee the cascading failures in a city, it is necessary to understand the 
direct effects of impacts on services and infrastructures. Once details such as 
interdependencies, redundancies, responders and additional information, relating to the 
infrastructures and services have been captured the link/bridge between physical model 
outputs and the holistic modelling can be achieved through the “What If” analysis. In this 
approach, based on outputs from the physical modelling, the user can input into HAZUR® what 
infrastructures and consequently services have been impacted and taken offline (information 
provided by physical models). 

A cascading effect visualisation module allowing selecting the different steps of cascading 
effects is under study, thus allowing a clearer analysis of the cascading effects. Secondly, the 
MANAGER module includes a simulation functionality; it allows to model a concrete impact 
by showing the state of the city, i.e. evolution in time of state of services (or infrastructures if 
descending at the infrastructure level) both in a Gantt diagram and a graph (Figure 37).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Figure 35 Visualisation of affected urban services due to cascading failures (conceptual & Gantt 
diagram). 

 
Moreover, the simulation module allows to visualise different scenarios (i.e. different 
cascading failures simulations depending on the responder used), which is useful not only for 
forensic purposes, but also for prevention. These different scenarios may take into account 
information from other sources (i.e. output of other sources, sectorial models, etc.). 
 
Simulation functionalities may also be used to engage city stakeholders in urban resilience. 
For instance, it is useful to choose specific scenarios where the interdependencies between 
services and infrastructures can create cascading effects of concern. This process will help to 
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offer further focused areas where multiple stakeholders can come together to address 
practical concerns in a collaborative manner without raising concerns of overlaps, 
inefficiencies, data management, or over-burdening resources. In addition results from the 
simulations within HAZUR® may reveal infrastructure and services failures not previously 
captured in the initial physical modelling step.  
 
Knowledge gained through the holistic analysis within the HAZUR® tool can be fed back into 
the physical modelling process in a cyclic approach (as highlighted earlier in Figure 32) to get 
more detail insights into the impacts that may result from cascading failures and means in 
which to improve the cities resilience against such failures. 
 
In conclusion, HAZUR® allows a holistic analysis of cascading failures in urban services by 
visualising cascading effects beyond sectorial models and serves as a powerful means of both 
engaging stakeholders and improving physical models.  
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5 Annex 
 

 Historical Incidences of cascading service failures 
 

5.1.1 Historical incidences of cascading effects in Bristol 
 
Tidal flood events pose significant risks to the city of Bristol due to the city’s proximity to the 
Bristol Channel. In 1981 tidal flooding event lead to flooding of properties, in January 2014 
tidal flooding during rush hour lead impediment of traffic flow along the Portway (one of the 
major traffic routes through the city), and more recently in January 2018 there were impacts 
on local businesses as a result of water damage from a tidal flooding event. 
 
In addition to tidal flooding, pluvial flooding also poses significant risks/concerns to the city. 
On July 10th 1968 rainfall and fluvial flooding combined with a high tide made roads 
impassable. Flooding affected local businesses such as loss of stock due to flood damage 
within Will’s Tobacco factory and flood depths in excess of 1.5m in some areas lead to power 
cuts and contaminated waters from combined sewer surcharge, CSO spills and foul water in 
watercourses flowed overland. 
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Severe rainfall on November 21st 2012 caused significant flooding and travel disruption 
throughout the city (Figure 36).  Roads affected include Stanton Road, where people could 
not access or exit their properties without passing through floodwaters.  At Whitchurch Lane 
manhole covers were surcharging due to pressures on the drainage system.  
 

 
Figure 36 - Evidence verification of flood model predictions against November 2012 floods (Flood Risk 
and Asset Management Team, 2018) 

 
Whitchurch Lane was affected again in November 2016 whereby several cars were impacted 
by floodwaters. With the locations and timing of this flooding event coinciding with bin 
collection day waste removal services within the area were also impeded Areas adjoining 
Greenfield land were particularly vulnerable due to prolonged rainfall leading up to the larger 
downpours that had raised water table levels.  This particular rainfall event was of great 
significance in that it was noted as being the most rainfall in a year in the UK on record. 
 
The roads flooded in all of the above scenarios could have affected critical emergency service 
routes and in some cases the fast flowing flood waters caused damage to the roads surfaces 
which later required repair. 
 

5.1.2 Historical incidences of cascading effects in Barcelona 
 
Urban resilience planning in the city of Barcelona has been evolving over a long period of time 
in a number of stages, some of which were not specifically intended to address this issue as 
such. As progress was made in this area, management and operational processes started to 
address vulnerabilities, adjust operating procedures and protocols and increasingly ensure 
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Figure 41 - Highway flooded by the water pipe burst in 2016. 

 
Those events again were used to put in practice as the lessons learned in the past and the 
performance of the real needs, the continuous improvement and actualisation of the 
procedures required to reduce vulnerabilities and the redefinition of the urban systems 
according to the changing urban environment. To address these aims, the protocol between 
service supply companies and emergency services or the telecommunication protocol are 
revised periodically, and the optimisation of the sub-soil auscultation protocol to control and 
prevent  affectations between the different services infrastructures. 
 
Since the new municipal government has come to power, a need has been identified to 
reinforce and prioritise resilience projects that target the most vulnerable citizens and groups 
and to incorporate citizen participation in projects that are enriched and improved through 
collaboration with citizens. This new (third) stage will entail a strongly operational approach, 
guaranteeing the creation of real value for the city, accompanied by sound strategic planning, 
in keeping with key international perspectives and requirements. In this new phase, a 
database of the critical assets within the city boundaries is being developed to improve the 
communication among municipal equipment’s sorting by their relevance for the city normal 
operation and under crisis events, identifying and establishing the interdependencies 
between urban assets, services, emergency response and attendance to the population.  
 

5.1.3 Historical incidences of cascading effects in Lisbon 
Lisbon has records of several meteorological events resulting in occurrence of failure of 
services resulting in cascading events to other services or activities in the city. In this section, 
an overview of relevant events is given, taking into consideration the interdependencies 
identified in D2.1 and the RESCCUE services covered.  

 

In Lisbon, relevant hazards identified include flooding, windstorms, storm surges and heat 
waves. In the following tables, a selection of observed historical events with cascading failures 
is given.  

 

In the case of rainfall induced events, urban flooding is a frequent event in Lisbon and one of 
the most relevant ones for the RESCCUE sectors. In Table 10 selected events are listed, 
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together with the corresponding estimated rainfall return period. Given the spatial variation 
of rainfall, limited number of existing reference rain gauges and other factors relevant for 
flooding risk, often the estimated return period for rainfall intensity is not a good explanatory 
factor for the magnitude of the observed flooding. The events reported in Table 10 correspond 
to important flooding situations even if the return period calculated from existing data is low.  
 
Table 6 – Selected flooding events in the last decades with estimated rainfall return period 
Decade T= 500 y T= 100 y T= 50 y T= 20 y T= 10 y T = 5 y T= 2 y 

1960  26-11-1967      

1970     
25-09-1976 
10-02-1979 

09-10-1978 

17-10-1973 
11-11-1975 
30-08-1976 
05-11-1977 
26-12-1978 

1980 19-11-1983 08-11-1983  26-11-1985 
27-12-1981 
28-08-1987 

13-04-1982 
27-10-1983 
11-11-1985 
15-09-1986 
27-05-1989 

25-09-1981 
03-02-1982 
16-11-1983 
03-11-1984 
11-11-1986 
09-01-1987 
24-02-1987 
13-10-1988 

1990  
18-10-1997 
02-11-1997 

 
12-05-1993 
27-07-1999 
20-10-1999 

24-11-1997 

30-04-1990 
18-10-1990 
07-11-1990 
12-02-1991 
31-10-1993 
01-11-1993 
08-11-1994 
25-12-1995 
18-05-1997  

13-10-1990 
12-02-1991 
17-04-1991 
14-11-1995 
31-12-1995 
08-01-1996 
20-12-1996 
18-10-1997 
31-05-1998 
01-05-1999 
07-08-1999 
20-10-1999 

2000    
24-12-2002 
18-02-2008 

18-10-2008 
06-02-2001 
28-20-2001 
30-09-2007 

22-11-2000 
23-01-2002 
01-10-2003 
29-01-2004 
10-10-2005 
21-09-2006 
22-10-2006 
25-10-2006 
03-01-2008 

2010   29-10-2010 13-10-2014 26-11-2014 

 21-04-2011 
16-05-2011 
28-05-2011 
02-11-2011 
23-09-2012 
21-03-2013 
17-01-2014 
22-09-2014 
11-11-2014 
19-11-2014 
15-04-2015 
26-10-2015 
04-11-2016 
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Other events associated with hazards relevant to Lisbon are also referred in this section 
including tables for the sectors and services considered in RESCCUE for Lisbon.   
 
Intense rainfall combined with local infrastructure characteristics result in insufficient 
conveyance capacity of drainage systems (both surface and underground), thus generating 
high overland flows reflected in high water levels and flow velocities. The main effects of the 
overland flow are in transport and mobility and illustrated in Table 7.  
 
Table 7 - Cascading effects of drainage system failures in other services and activities due to flooding 
and high estuary water level in Lisbon: transport and mobility 

Transport and mobility 
Flooding of roads, damages in infrastructures, traffic disturbance and interruptions, flooding of underground 
infrastructures (metro, train, and parking), interruption of public transport, damage to vehicles. 

 

 

Damaged pavements, 2008-02-18  
(Alcântara catchment, Maria do Céu Almeida) 

Flooded road tunel, 2008-02-18  
(Campo Grande, Maria do Céu Almeida) 

  
Lisbon downtown, 2014-10-13  
(Rua das Pretas, Ana Machado Brissos, sicnoticias.sapo.pt/pais/2014-
10-13-Inundacoes-na-Grande-Lisboa) 

Lisbon downtown, 2014-10-13  
(Praça da Figueira, João Fernandes, sicnoticias.sapo.pt/pais/2014-10-
13-Inundacoes-na-Grande-Lisboa) 
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São Sebastião Metro entrance, 2014-10-13  
(CML) 

Rossio, 2014-10-13 
(CML) 

  

Belém Tower entrance flooded by high 
estuary water level, 2016-05-07 
(CML) 

Belém Tower entrance flooded by high 
estuary water level, 2016-05-07 
(CML) 

 
Regarding wastes, the cascading effect from failures in the drainage system causes disruptions 
in waste collection components and the spilled wastes can in turn contribute to increase 
obstructions of drainage components (Table 8). Since use of mechanism to avoid movement 
of containers is almost generalised, these problems are limited today. Additionally, dragging 
of wastes and debris requires clean-up operation before resuming service in roads. 
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Table 8 - Cascading effects of drainage system failures in other services and activities due to flooding 
and high estuary water level in Lisbon: wastes 

Wastes 
Flooding causing containers overturn, dragging, floating, filled with water and damage.  
Overland flows can result in spread of wastes on streets, blockages of inlets and other drainage components. 
Accumulation of debris on streets requiring deep cleaning before resuming service.  

  
Floating containers in high flooding water  
(CML) 

Debris dragged by overland flow in road  
(CML) 

 

 

Lisbon cleaning operations after flooding  
(CML) 

 

 
The wastewater system infrastructures, namely pumping stations and wastewater treatment 
plants, can have cascading effects from failures in the drainage system causing disruptions in 
these components functions and secondary effects for instance in Tagus river due to discharge 
of wastewater with lower levels of treatment than desired. Table 9 shows examples of such 
failures in infrastructures. 
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Table 9 - Cascading effects of drainage system failures in other services and activities due to flooding 
and high estuary water level in Lisbon: pumping stations and wastewater treatment plants 

Wastewater system infrastructures 
Flooding of pumping systems or treatment plants can result in electrical or mechanical failures with 
consequences in terms of pumping lower capacity and combined sewer overflows (CSO) or, in the worst case, 
causing reduction of treatment efficiency or interruption of treatment processes. 

  
Alcântara WWTP flooding  
(Águas do Tejo Atlântico) 

System failure due to flooding in Alcântara 
WWTP 
(Águas do Tejo Atlântico) 

  
Flooding in the pumping station entrance 
(Águas do Tejo Atlântico) 

Water entering in the pumping station 
(Águas do Tejo Atlântico) 

 
The occurrence of high water level in the Tagus estuary, due to tides, storm surge or mean 
sea level rise, can result in entrance of high salinity water in the drainage system. This can 
cause reduction of treatment efficiency with effects in Tagus River due to discharge of 
wastewater with lower levels of treatment than desired, or even flooding when the mean sea 
level rise is combined with extreme precipitation events. 
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Table 10 - Cascading effects of drainage system failures in other services and activities due to flooding 
and high estuary water level in Lisbon: weirs and drainage system 

Wastewater drainage system 
Entrance of high salinity water in the drainage system, causing reduction of treatment efficiency with effects in 
Tagus river due to discharge of wastewater with lower levels of treatment than desired. 
Occurrence of flooding, when the mean sea level rise is combined with extreme precipitation events and the 
drainage system capacity is exceeded, with consequences in the drainage system and in the treatment process. 

  
Sea water entrance in the crest level of a 
weir 
(Águas do Tejo Atlântico) 

Sea water entrance through a valve 
(Águas do Tejo Atlântico) 

 

 

Drainage system capacity exceeded when 
sea level rise and precipitation event 
combined (22-09-2014) 
(Águas do Tejo Atlântico) 

 

 
 

The electrical energy supply infrastructure, namely underground primary and secondary 
substations, are susceptible to damage where failures in the drainage system occur. 
Disruptions in component, such as transformers and electric buses might have secondary 
effects for instance in other essential services.  
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Due to failures from the electrical energy supply caused by flooding, some urban services 
could be affected, such as street lighting, traffic lights, some telecommunications that depend 
directly to the distribution grid and other consumers. 
 
After the floods that affected the substation of Praça da Figueira (2003) and the secondary 
substation of Rossio, it was necessary to implement some measures. In the case of substation 
of Praça da Figueira it was built with a fence surrounding the ventilation surface openings, as 
shown in Table 11. By adding a fence, it helps preventing similar floods, or at least containing 
floods with a lower water level than the flood of 2003. In addition, in Praça da Figueira, an 
extra water extraction pump was installed, to achieve better levels of reliability and more 
resilience to facing future similar flooding events. Table 11, shows evidences of the water level 
inside each substation. Water marks on the walls of both substations reveals the water level 
reached during flooding, and at this level equipment’s inside each substation were affected. 
 
Table 11 - Cascading effects of drainage system failures in other services and activities due to flooding 
and high estuary water level in Lisbon: electrical energy supply 

Electrical energy supply 
Failure energy supply, failure electrical equipment’s, flooding in underground substations and secondary substations. In case 
of flooding in telecommunication infrastructure, that may affect the telecommunication service, the energy supply 
operation could be impacted, mainly on SCADA systems disturbance.    

 

 

Typical flooding situation at Rossio 
(2014-10-13, CML) 

Flooding level at secondary substation 

(Rossio, Maria do Céu Almeida) 

  
Flooding level at secondary substation 

 (Rossio, Maria do Céu Almeida) 
Water extraction pumps 
 (Secondary substation in Rossio, Maria do Céu Almeida) 


























